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"Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly.  Summon the elders and all who live in the land to 
the house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD...  'Even now," declares the LORD, 
'Return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.' Rend your heart and 
not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity."  

Joel 1:14, 2:12-13 



 

 

 

THE SOLEMN ASSEMBLY 

The Sad Fact 
Most professing Christians have never heard of a Solemn Assembly. Of the relatively small 

number who have, a substantial portion consider it as merely an Old Testament practice of no 
particular relevance today. 

The Biblical Background 
There are not less than twelve revival movements in the Old Testament. While each of these 

revivals is very different from the others, there are at least four factors preceding each revival 
which they all hold in common. 

1. A Tragic Declension. Every revival of the Old Testament is preceded by a period of 
moral and spiritual decline among the people of God. As illustrations of this problem, consider 
that preceding the revival of Exodus 32-33, the decline included the building of the golden calf 
and its worship, while the revival under David was preceded by a period of more than six 
decades in which the Ark of the Covenant of God was out of its rightful place in Jerusalem.  

2. A Righteous Judgment From God. Without any exception, Old Testament revivals have 
always been preceded by some kind of a righteous judgment from God. While some of these 
judgments are immediate and final, resulting in deaths among the wicked, others are gracious and 
remedial, resulting in brokenness, prayer, repentance and extraordinary seeking of God's face. 

3. The Raising Up of An Immensely Burdened Leader or Leaders. This fact can be 
illustrated by a simple listing of the Old Testament revivals themselves: 

 a) The Revival under Moses - Exodus 32ff. 

 b) The Revival under Samuel - 1 Samuel 7 (with chapters 1-6 providing the 
 background). 

 c) The Revival under David - 2 Samuel 6, 7. 

 d) The Revival under Asa - 2 Chronicles 14-16. 

 e) The Revival under Jehoshaphat - 2 Chronicles 17-20. 

 f)  The Revival under Jehoida - 2 Chronicles 23-24. 

 g) The Revival under Hezekiah - 2 Chronicles 29-32. 

 h) The Revival under Josiah - 2 Chronicles 34-35. 

 i)  The Revival under Zerubbabel - Ezra 1-6. 

 j)  The Revival under Ezra - Ezra 7-10. 

 k) The Revival under Nehemiah - Nehemiah 1-13. 

 l)  The Revival under Joel - Joel 1-2:27. 



Obviously, in each case God Himself raised up a leader who was under the heavy burden of 
the moral and spiritual needs of his people. The words of Moses in Exodus 32:32 forcefully 
emphasize this: "But now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin - if not, please blot me out from Thy 
book which Thou hast written." 

4. Some Extraordinary Action. While this action varies from revival to revival, the most 
common action taken was that of a Solemn Assembly. Again, note the record in the revivals 
themselves: 

 a) Exodus 33:7-11 - Moses took the tent and pitched it outside the camp, a good distance 
from the camp. He called it the place of meeting and required everyone who sought the Lord to 
go outside the camp, away from the place of sin, to the tabernacle to meet the Lord.  

 b) 1 Samuel 7:5, 6 - Samuel required all of Israel to gather at Mizpah in a Solemn 
Assembly where he prayed for them and they fasted and confessed their sins.  

 c) 2 Samuel 6:14 and 1 Chronicles 13-18 - After a bad start in sinning against the Lord by 
moving the Ark of the Covenant on a new cart (the Philistine method), David and the people 
moved it according to the Word of the Lord and in joyful humiliation, he danced before the Lord 
with all his might in a linen ephod - having laid aside his crown and royal robes, he acted as 
common man among common men. While no mention is made of a Solemn Assembly in the 
Second Samuel account, it is detailed in the parallel passage in First Chronicles. 

 d) 2 Chronicles 15:9-15 - Asa called a Solemn Assembly in Jerusalem where the people 
entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their hearts and with all 
their souls. 

 e) 2 Chronicles 20:3-13ff - Jehoshaphat called a Solemn Assembly throughout all Judah 
and Jerusalem and the people fasted and sought the Lord.  

 f) 2 Chronicles 23:16 - Jehoiada, in a Solemn Assembly, made a covenant between 
himself and all the people and the king that they should be the Lord's people. They then 
proceeded to cleanse the land of the evil. 

 g) 2 Chronicles 29:5ff - Hezekiah and the leaders established a decree which was very 
extensively circulated requiring all the people to gather for a Solemn Assembly and the 
celebration of the Passover. An entire fourteen days were devoted to seeking the Lord and 
worshipping Him.  

 h) 2 Chronicles 3:31-33 - Josiah gathered the people together in a Solemn Assembly, and 
they entered into a covenant with the Lord to walk in all his ways and to perform all the words of 
the covenant written in the Book. 

 i) Ezra 6:16-22 - Zerubbabel led the people in a Solemn Assembly and seven day 
celebration of the Passover in which they separated themselves from the impurity of the nations 
and pledged themselves to seek the Lord God of Israel. 

 j) Ezra 8:21-23; 9:5-15 - Ezra proclaimed a fast at the River Ahava that they might all 
humble themselves and seek the Lord. They later engaged in public humiliation and putting away 
of sin in the form of a Solemn Assembly.  

 k) Nehemiah 8:1ff - A Solemn Assembly was held in front of the Water Gate where the 
Book of the Law of Moses was read by the hour and an agreement was made in writing to put 
away sin and to seek the Lord with all their hearts. 

 l) Joel 1:13; 2:12-17, etc. - Joel called a Solemn Assembly in which all the people were 
required to be in attendance and where all were required to return to the Lord with all their 
hearts, with fasting, weeping and mourning, and where they were required to rend their hearts 
and not their garments. 



Consider the situation at the time of the Solemn Assembly called by the Prophet Joel. The 
people, as was common, were guilty of flagrant sin which had not been confessed and put away. 
God visited them with a remedial judgment - a plague of locusts of such proportion that nothing 
like it had happened before: "What the gnawing locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; 
and what the swarming locust has left, the creeping locust has eaten; and what the creeping locust 
has left, the stripping locust has eaten."  In addition to the terrible plague of insects, a fierce 
drought had afflicted the land. The Drunkards wailed because they had no new wine to drink, the 
priests mourned because the grain offering and the libations were cut off from the House of the 
Lord, the fields were ruined and the land itself mourned, the vinedressers wailed, and the beasts 
groaned while the herds of cattle wandered aimlessly because there was no pasture for them. The 
people themselves wailed like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth. 

The Prophet issued orders: "Gird yourselves with sackcloth, and lament, O priests; Wail, O 
ministers of the altar! Come, spend the night in sackcloth, O ministers of my God... Consecrate a 
fast, proclaim a solemn assembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the 
House of the Lord your God and cry out to the Lord... Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble... Yet even now, declares 
the Lord, return to Me with all you heart, and with fasting, weeping and mourning; and rend your 
heart and not your garments. Now return to the Lord your God... Blow a trumpet in Zion, 
consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, gather the people, sanctify the congregation, 
assemble the elders, gather the children and the nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of 
his room and the bride out of her bridal chamber. Let the priest, the Lord's ministers, weep 
between the porch and the altar, and let them say, 'Spare Thy people, O Lord, and do not make 
Thine inheritance a reproach, a byword among the nations.'" 

Promises were offered as encouragement: "Then the Lord will be zealous for His land, and 
will have pity on His people. And the Lord will answer and say to His people, 'Behold I am going 
to send you grain, new wine and oil, and you will be satisfied in full with them; and I will never 
again make you a reproach among the nations. But I will remove the northern army from you [the 
horrendous swarm of locusts], and I will drive it into a parched and desolate land, and its 
vanguard into the western sea, and its rear guard into the western sea. And its stench [of rotting 
carcasses] will arise and its foul smell will come up..." 

And in response to the corporate repentance of the people through the use of the divinely 
ordained means of the Solemn Assembly, the land rejoiced and was made glad. The pastures of 
the wilderness turned green. The trees and the vines bore fruit. And the fruit borne was not 
ordinary but extraordinary for God moved the rainy seasons closer together, and caused the sun 
to shine upon the earth, so that the threshing floors were full and the vats overflowing. So great 
was the blessing bestowed by the God who delights in a broken and contrite people that He made 
up to them the years that were lost to the mighty army of locusts. The people had plenty and were 
satisfied and praised the name of the Lord who had dealt wondrously with them. They knew that 
God was in their midst, that He only was God, and that there was none other!    

Unfortunately, some professed Christians will be disinclined to seriously think of a Solemn 
Assembly because the illustrations above are all Old Testament. They would do well to weigh the 
entire season of preparation prior to Pentecost in the light of the Solemn Assembly and see that 
those days in the upper Room were indeed a Solemn Assembly if ever in the history of the world 
one was held. 



Two weeks prior to the Solemn Assembly, prepare via Bible Study:
•Joel 1:13‐15, 2:12‐27
•Ezra 9‐10
•Nehemiah 8‐10
•2nd Chronicles 15 (Asa’ revival)
•2nd Chronicles 34 
•Psalm 51
•Take note of Jesus’ reproofs of communal sin in Revelation 2‐3 (“you have forsaken 
the love you had at first,” “hold to false teaching,” “you tolerate [sin],” “you have a 
reputation for being alive but are dead,” “you are lukewarm ‐ neither hot nor cold.”)
•Plus, schedule the time and place of the solemn assembly with your household and 
house church (make it special ‐ handwritten or printed invitations)

One week prior to the Solemn Assembly, prepare via prayer and fasting:
•“Rend your heart and not your garment”
•“Cry out to the Lord”
•“Consecrate a fast” (perhaps one that starts 24 hours prior the solemn assembly 
and ends with a refreshing feast of repentance)
•Reconfirm the time and place of the solemn assembly with each member
•Since the solemn assembly ends in joyous celebration, arrange for food and drinks

During the Solemn Assembly with both your household and house church:
•Lead in Humility!
•Take ownership of the “state of the union”
•Express earnestness, eagerness, indignation, alarm, longing, zeal, readiness for 
justice about your personal responsibility for the communal dysfunction (sin)
•Share Joel 2 with the group and explain that each member ‐ starting with you will:

•Confess (via prayer if preferable) how one has hurt God and the group
•Ask God for forgiveness
•Ask the group for forgiveness
•Recommit to God and group via prayer (Phil 1:27‐2:5 is a great start for 
leaders’ sharing about recommitment)
•Since nothing happens in general (it only happens in specific), discuss 
exactly how the group will bear the fruit of repentance (Luke 3:7‐14)

•Conclude with times of refreshing, song, celebration, and a feast!

Preparations for a Solemn Assembly in Your Household or House Church


